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Annual Parish Meeting (APM)
I’m looking forward to my first Annual Parish Meeting here at St. John’s. I 
hope you’re anticipating it as well. It’s always a fun time to gather, to hear 
what the Lord has done for our church over the past year, and to plan 
ahead as we start to live into the vision God has given this spiritual 
community.

We’ll meet this Sunday—February 6th—at 3pm. We’ll gather in-person and 
via livestream. If you come in-person, you’ll come into the nave through the 
front side door. If you join via livestream, you’ll use the Zoom invite and 
access code that was email you twice (on Jan 23 & Jan 31). 

Pictures and biographies of our candidates for vestry election will be made 
available starting this Sunday, as well as the names of our candidates for 
lay delegates. 

In the other two races, Holly Cole will run unopposed for Senior Warden, 
and Pat Welch will do the same for Junior Warden. Here’s an explanation. 
Part of what our canons do, is they give the rectors of parishes some tools 
to shape the administrations of their churches. In some churches, the 
rector simply appoints a Warden. Our bylaws say that no one can run for 
the Warden position unless they are approved by the rector. So I’ve 
decided to approve only one person to run for each position. Now, this 
decision still needs to be “checked” by the congregation, and that’s why 
each Warden candidate is going before the voters. When? This Sunday, at 
the APM! See you then!
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THE LESSONS

Lectionary Year C

FEBRUARY 6 
Fifth Sunday after 
Epiphany
Isaiah 6:1-8, [9-13]
1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Luke 5:1-11
Psalm 138

FEBRUARY 13
Sixth Sunday after 
Epiphany
Jeremiah 17:5-10
1 Corinthians 15:12-20
Luke 6:17-26
Psalm 1

FEBRUARY 20
Seventh Sunday after the 
Epiphany
Genesis 45:3-11, 15
1 Corinthians 
15:35-38,42-50
Luke 6:27-38
Psalm 37:1-12, 41-42

FEBRUARY 27
Last Sunday after the 
Epiphany
Exodus 34:29-35
2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2
Luke 9:28-36, [37-43a]
Psalm 99

St. John’s had two baptisms in December—Romy Pasque, daughter of J 
and Kurt Pasque,  and Sawyer Behrens-Haydon, son of Julian Haydon 
and Jessica Behrens. Fr. Detrich baptized both children at the 10:30 
service on December 26. Welcome to the church family, Romy and 
Sawyer! If you or a family member would like to undergo the sacrament 
of baptism, please call the church office to schedule a time to talk with 
Fr. Detrich. 

All praise and thanks to you, most merciful Father, for
adopting us as your own children, for incorporating us into
your holy Church, and for making us worthy to share in the
inheritance of the saints in light; through Jesus Christ your
Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Book of Common Prayer, page 311

Let Us Welcome the Newly Baptized

Fr. Detrich holds the newly baptized and happy Sawyer, while mother 
Jessica, father Julian, and proud sister Sofia look on. 
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The "Knit" Night group will meet Feb. 3 and Feb 17 -- that's the 1st and 3rd Thursdays, 
starting at 6:30 pm. If Covid-19 protocols require, we'll gather on Zoom, and if it becomes 
safe to meet in person, we'll meet in the Commons at St. John's. In person gatherings are 
6:30 - 8:30, and you're welcome to come for as much or little of that time as your schedule 
allows. 

Participants are encouraged to bring any portable needlework or craft project to work on 
during this fellowship time. If you're interested in learning new needlework skills, we have 
members who are happy to share their knowledge and experience. Reminders are emailed 
before each meeting. If you'd like to be added to the contact list, join the group in the St. 
John's Realm app, or contact Melody Palm, (309) 825-6963.

Knit Night in February 

The first men’s griller of the year will be February 18 
at 6:30. Please bring the meat of your choice and 
the beverage of your choice and spend some time 

socializing with friends from St. Johns. If the weather 
allows we will cook on the grill and eat outside on 
the patio. if not we will cook in the kitchen and eat 

inside. Questions? Contact Robert Finley at 
rffinley325@sbcglobal.net. 

Men’s Griller

Birthday Card Ministry
Beloved St. John’s parishioner Joan 
Knudsen heads up our birthday card 

ministry. Joan hand-writes and 
addresses birthday cards each month 
to members of our St. John’s family. 
Please call the church office if you 

would like to add your birthday or that 
of you loved one to the list for 2022! 

It’s time to sign up for 2022 Altar Flowers! Please 
contact the church office at (405) 321-3020 or 

staff@episcopalnorman.org if you would like to sign 
up to dedicate flowers for a specific Sunday. (We 
will not have altar flowers during Lent.) The cost is 

$100 per Sunday; all are welcome to share a 
Sunday and split the cost. 

2022 Altar Flower Dedications
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Vestry Candidate Bios 
Mike Abla 

Mike has been a member of St. John's for almost 28 years, having transferred
his membership from St. Anselm's of Canterbury in 1994. He and his wife
Stephanie have a son and daughter in law, Ben & McKinzie Abla. Mike is a
graduate of the University of Oklahoma and a licensed architect. He
previously served on the Vestry for 4 years in the late '90s and in the '10s
for 3 years, as an Acolyte Mentor for 13 years, and as a delegate to the
2016, 2018, and 2019 conventions. He currently serves on the Resource
Development Committee, Property Development Committee, and Stewardship
Committee. He has previously participated in a Young Couples Bible Study
group and has been a Sunday School teacher. "St. John's is extremely
important to me and my family," he says "and-if elected-I look forward to
serving the church in this capacity."

Anne Boone

Anne Boone moved to Norman from Oklahoma City to attend the University of Oklahoma 
when the Earth's Crust cooled. In 2004 the Boones joined St. John's. The four Boones 
immediately jumped into the church community's deep end with both feet and have 
served on numerous committees, taught Sunday school, been enthusiastic participants of 
church events, lent a helping hand even when it's only to get in the way, acolyted with 
vigor and fiercely loved their church family.

Anne currently lives in Norman with her husband, Brian and provides laundry service and 
occasional Airbnb accommodations for their two adult children,
Katherine and Sarah. They also live with their ferocious Beagle-mix who protects them 
from alleged terrorist joggers.

This is Mrs. Boone's third election cycle, having served on the vestry for a previous term. 
George Elassal was concerned that Anne's participation in church was diminishing, so he 
asked her to run for another vestry term. Since he asked nicely, Anne said she would.

Alison Braly

Alison Behrens Braly has been a member of St. John's since 1994, when she
and her parents, Buddy and Carol, moved to Norman. In her years at St.
John's, she has been baptized by Fr. Miller, confirmed by Bishop Moody, and
married by Fr. Helt. She has served in a variety of ministries; as an
acolyte, a lay reader, a Search Committee member, a Sunday School teacher,
an Alternate Delegate to Convention, and head of the Santa Ministry. She was
married to her husband John Braly from 2010 until his death in 2020. They
were faithful "7:30ers", and she remains so. Alison was honored to be asked
to accept a nomination to vestry and is excited to see how St. John's can
grow in this time of change. 

She believes the church is ready to embrace new technologies and welcome new
ministries, while maintaining the strong bonds and togetherness that has
been underscored as we have all worked so hard to adapt and stay connected
during the pandemic. 



Melissa Busby
My name is Melissa Busby and I have attended St. John's since 2002.  My
husband Jeff and I have 3 grown children, son Ki, twin daughters Callie and 
Brenna and son-in-law and husband to Callie, Jonathan Christensen.  We live in 
Washington on a small ranch with cattle, horses and donkey Myrtle.

For almost 20 years I worked in healthcare administration, primarily as
director of a Federally Qualified Health Center and a Rural Health Clinic.
When our nest became empty, I decided to shift gears and have been a Realtor 
since 2018.  Home is important to me, and I thoroughly enjoy helping people 
find theirs.  

In my years at St. John's, I have tried to be available wherever I'm needed,
but I've mostly been involved with the Worship Committee, serving as
chairman, and organizing the lay readers and chalicers.  I previously served on 
the vestry.

I have been serving in some capacity since we began attending St. John's and I 
have enjoyed every minute. I am grateful for the steadfast, dependable 
presence that the church and our St. John's family has been in my life and try to 
do my part to ensure that others feel the same!

Mary Carter
I was raised Roman Catholic and attended Catholic School Kindergarten 
through 9th grade. I joined St. James Episcopal church in Wichita in 1980 
and was an active member of the Cursillo Movement from 1980-the 1990s.
In 1985 I took a job in Kansas City, MO after finishing my MBA and joined St. 
Michaels and All Angels Episcopal Church in Mission, KS.  While attending 
there I completed a two-year Journeys course which covered a study of the 
Old Testament in year one and the New Testament in year two.  This course 
was taught at the Village Presbyterian Church, Mission, KS by a professor at 
St. Paul School of Theology a Methodist seminary in Leawood, KS.
In 1988 I remarried, and we moved our membership to St. John's in Norman 
when my husband took a job in OKC.  While members, my husband and I 
were Liturgists, members of the Adult Education program along with the 
book club.
We were members until 2001 when we moved our membership to Saint 
Anslem's at the University of Oklahoma.
In 2011 we joined First Congregational Church of Norman to become 

moreinvolved in LGBTQ and social justice issues. In 2017 I became acquainted with Father Dwight Helt of St. John's 
through several religion classes we were taking through the Osher Lifelong Learning program at the University of 
Oklahoma.  Through our visits I realized that I am a liturgical Christian, and it was time for me to return to the Episcopal 
Church. I started attending St. John's regularly in 2019 but with the onset on COVID I haveonly been able to get 
involved again this year.   
I earned a BA in Business Administration from Wichita State University and an MBA from Wichita State University. I 
spent 14 years in banking with the last 6 as a Vice President over the Loan Administration Department and 10 years as 
a Commissioned Bank Examiner for The Federal Reserve Bank. During my working career I served on the following 
Boards of Directors: Habitat for Humanity - Norman, OK; The Neighborhood Housing Service - OKC; The
Interfaith Alliance - OKC.
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Jeff Greene

Jeff and his wife Deb are longtime members of St. John's, 
having been confirmed by Father Penticuff while they were 
students at OU in the 70s.
Jeff has serviced St. John's as Stewardship Chairperson, co-
treasurer, finance committee member, Sunday school class 
leader, and usher. Adult son Jess and daughter Sarah Beth 
grew up in the church and served as acolytes.
This past August, Jeff and Deb welcomed their first grandchild, 
Kellen Chapman Greene, on their fiftieth wedding anniversary.
Jeff holds a bachelor's degree in industrial engineering from 
OU. He attended the university on an athletic scholarship where 
he was a record-setting hurdler and track team captain. Jeff 
served as a reserve officer in the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers 
for fifteen years.  
Occupationally, Jeff is a human factors engineer, entrepreneur, and population health expert. He is 
the inventor of the "Trilateral Health Accountability Model," a web-based system designed to improve 
health and lower costs, for which he holds four patents. He is CEO of MedEncentive LLC, a web-
based health improvement/cost containment service company, headquartered in Oklahoma City. 
Jeff was selected Oklahoma's Patient Advocate of the Year by the Academy of Family Physician for 
his efforts to empower patients, especially in marginalized populations, by advancing health literacy. 

John Harris

My family and I have been attending St. John's for a 
number of years. I have helped out with the youth group 
and game-day parking. I have served as Chair of the 
Property Development Committee and as Chair of the 
Parish Survey Committee.  Professionally, I am a 
professor at the University of Oklahoma in Regional and 
City Planning. I appreciate the authentic community that 
has been created here at St. John's and I am honored to 
be considered to represent the parish.

Vestry Candidate Bios, Continued
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Femi Somade

My name is Olufemi Somade and I was born on October 6th, 1956, 
in Ibadan the old Western Region in Nigeria. My parents were Late 
Chief Henry Michael Babatunde Somade and Gladys Fehintola 
Somade (nee Martins.) I am married, I have a daughter, a 
granddaughter and two grandchildren on the way (twins).
I completed my primary and secondary education in Western and 
Northern Nigeria.  Upon completion of my secondary school 
education, I gained admission to the University of Oklahoma in the 
summer of 1979 where I obtained both my undergraduate and 
graduate degrees. Over the next several years I worked for the 
Department of mental health, Department of Human Services and 
the Office of Personnel management.  After obtaining my graduate
degrees, I gained employment as a Functional Consultant in the 
private sector after which I became the Chairman and Executive 
Director of Maximus Inc. Over the past 8 years I have been engaged in consulting work overseas
on ways to identify, prevent and treat substance abuse particularly with adolescents.
After attending a few churches, I found St. John's to be suitable in meeting my spiritual growth and 
need. It was only natural I chose St. John’s; after all, I was born and raised in the Anglican Church. 
My grandfather was the late reverend M.S Cole of the Cathedral Church of Christ in Lagos Nigeria 
perhaps the most famous Anglican church. I became a member of St. John's Episcopal Church in 
the summer of 1980 and have remained a member since.
Over the years, I got married at St. John's, my daughter was an Acolyte, my wife has appeared as 
a guest soloist, my child was baptized, I served as a chalicer and was involved in the outreach 
committee, I sang in the choir during the Easter and Christmas seasons, I became a lay reader and 
read the prayers of the people as scheduled. St. John occupies and plays a very important role in 
my life and in that of my family.  

Matthew Wilson

Born and raised in Norman, Matthew Wilson has been a 
member of St. John's Episcopal Church for over 30 years. 
Baptized and Confirmed by Fr. Joe Ted Miller, Matt has 
taught Sunday school here for several years, as well as 
helping his wife Catherine Wilson with the Fledglings 
youth group. He has served as a camp counselor at St. 
Crispin's Episcopal Summer Camp and many other 
Oklahoma Episcopal Diocese youth events over the years. 
Matt graduated with an undergraduate and master's 
degree from the University of Oklahoma.
He has three children (Ayn, James, and Russell), and 
works for the Fitness and Recreation department at the 
University of Oklahoma.
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Delegate to Convention Candidates for 2022
The following individuals agreed to run to serve as St. John’s delegates to the 
diocesan convention this October. We appreciate your willingness to represent St. 
John’s in our diocese!

John Harris
Julia Harris

Gabby Beard
Jim Beard

Merrie Beard
Kent Sanmann

Chuck Palm
Melody Palm

St. John’s is thrilled to welcome back Fr. 
John Borrego as a guest preacher on 
Sunday, February 6. Fr. Borrego served as 
our interim priest after Fr. Helt’s retirement 
and through the pandemic. He guided us 
through our highs and lows, griefs and 
triumphs. We appreciate his gentle wisdom 
more than we can say, and he will always be 
a part of the St. John’s family! 

Fr. Borrego will preach at both the 7:30 a.m. 
and 10:30 a.m. services. Please join us 
either in person or via the live stream. 

St. John’s Welcomes Back the Rev. John Borrego
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A PROPHET FOR OUR TIME
Verna J. Dozier, The Dream of God: A Call to Return.  New 
York: Church Publishing, 2006.  Available as e-book @ $14, as 
paperback @ $31, or used @ $11 & up.

The Dream of God predates the pandemic church. Yet the 
University of the South has found Dozier’s call “to demystify the 
institution” of church and “set it in its proper place as the servant of 
the people of God” timely this year for Education for Ministry. Our 
parish may find it thought-provoking as vestry begins strategic 
planning.

An educator sometimes compared to Amos, Verna Dozier 
(1917-2006) devoted her life to school-teaching before becoming a 
Senior Warden and a prominent lay theologian. She taught at 
Virginia Theological Seminary, spoke church-wide, revived Bible 
Study in the Episcopal Church, empowered its laity for baptized 
ministry, and advocated for both women’s ordination and gay/
lesbian rights. In this book, she explains two meanings of “church”: 
(A) the institution whose ministers are clergy and (B) “the people of 
God” whose ministries have suffered neglect. 

She laments the institutional church’s fall away from what 
she calls The Dream of God: “what the biblical story is about.” In 
that story she highlights three great falls, when the people of God 
rejected God’s plans for them:  (1) the fall of Adam and Eve, (2) the 
children of Israel’s choice to cast off God’s system of judges for a dynasty of kings like other nations, and (3) 
the choice for emperor Constantine, against the uncertainty, freedom, and risk of trusting God. Although God’s 
dream survives in the persistent call to ministry, the church has distorted that call, she argues, when it has 
aimed for worship without discipleship, for individual salvation instead of world transformation: Wherever we 
are, we are called to witness to other possibilities “bound by no yesterday, fearing no tomorrow, drawing no 
lines between friend and foe, the acceptable ones and the outcasts.”  

We sabotage our capacity to “dream great dreams” when we worship Jesus without following him, 
when we reduce God to our personal, private, “spiritual” lives and reduce lay ministry to just “a good deed 
here, a good deed there; ...a prison visit here, a hospital call there...,” whenever we fail to challenge systems 
that make such ministries necessary. Dozier pleads for ministry “in all the structures of society where people 
find meaning”--arts, journalism, universities, city planning, sciences and technologies, medicine, education, 
business, and law. She insists, “There is no place where the people of God should not be”: Lay ministers can 
bear witness to new ways of governing and serving, of spending and earning money, and also to “new visions 
of the human condition” from our wordsmiths, musicians, artists, and philosophers. Such lay ministers--
disciples worshiping as St. John’s beloved!--need rest and refuge, healing, acceptance, and gratitude. We 
need “the gathered church” to be a support system for “the scattered church... to live into” the dream of God.

AN INVITATION TO ST. JOHN’S BELOVED READERS!
This monthly book review column aims to expand our learning resources for spiritual growth—in parish groups and 
Sunday School classes as well as through independent study or spiritual practice. If you would like to contribute to this 
educational lay ministry, please contact Susan Laird volunteer@episcopalnorman.org or EVANGEL editor Merrie Beard 
merrie@episcopalnorman.org.  Submission deadline: third Sunday of each month, about 200-500 words.
—reviewed by Susan Laird 
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THE FIRST GREENSpeak EVENT OF 2022 . . .

The date is set for February 10 at 7:00 p.m. We’ve listened to the projections that the number 
of COVID-19 cases will diminish by early next month, so we’re planning ahead. We may have 
to postpone this program if conditions change, but we wanted to be hopeful and get this date 
on your calendars!

We will welcome Presenter, Bob Bohley, a National Park Service Master Astronomy 
Volunteer, as he enlightens us with his program, “Our Disappearing Darkness,” an in depth 
look at light pollution and its effects on nature and more. On Epiphany Sunday, Bob engaged 
University Lutheran members with his presentation, "The Star of Bethlehem," an overview of 
the astronomical event more than 2,000 years ago. 

Bob is a retired Chemical Engineer whose 34-year career with The Dow Chemical Company 
included many phases of engineering and management. After retirement, his position as a 
management consultant offered engagements in exotic places around the world.

In the mid-1990’s Bob became interested in astronomy while living in Louisiana. “It’s been an 
unending learning experience,” he said, and for those he has introduced to the wonders of the 
night sky. He played a principal role in the 4-year process of data gathering, organizing, 
editing and authoring the application for Great Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve to 
become an International Dark Sky Park. We’re sure you’ll find Bob’s program exhilarating and 
thought-provoking!

GREENSpeak will be held in the spacious ULCSC fellowship hall, 914 Elm, enter through 
doors off the parking lot behind the church on College. There is plenty of room to social 
distance. All are requested to wear a mask while in the building. A large video screen and 
microphone will be used so no matter where you sit, you’ll be able to see and hear the 
program. Refreshments will be served as usual with care taken to avoid shared utensils. 
You're encouraged to bring your foam for recycling, a friend to
discuss this informative program with and an open heart to engage safely with others. The 
Green Team is looking forward to seeing you then!
Questions: Cathy Bowden, cate46@yahoo.com 

University Green Team News



St. John’s at a Glance
Online Church Service Options 

Sunday Mornings: Live stream is here! The 
videos are available on the St. John’s 
website, http://episcopalnorman.org/
livestream.aspx. 

ADDRESS: 235 W. Duffy, Norman, OK 73069
MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. Box 2088 Norman, OK  73070

PHONE: 405-321-3020

WEBSITE: www.episcopalnorman.org
EMAIL: staff@episcopalnorman.org

OFFICE HOURS: Mon, Tues, Thur 9am-4pm
Wed 9 am-6pm

Prayer Requests
Prayer requests may be submitted to the church by calling the office, sending an email to 
staff@episcopalnorman.org, or online at www.episcopalnorman.org/prayer-request.  Requests will be added 
to the Prayers of the People, unless you would like your request kept private.

Pastoral Care
The church is committed to the well-being of its members through caring relationships and kind actions. The 
Congregational Care committee has resumed home Eucharist for parishioners unable to attend church. The 
rector is also available for pastoral care via phone or email. If you or someone you know need care from the 
Congregational Care committee, please contact the church office at 321-3020, or 
staff@episcopalnorman.org.

Online Giving
Many of you have recently taken advantage of the ease of making pledge payments online. If you are 
interested in doing so as well, go to episcopalnorman.org and click on the DONATE button in the upper left 
corner. There is a simple form to complete; be sure to also complete the memo with what the donation is for. 
You can use this to pay for altar flowers, make memorial donations, etc. We use a secure program facilitated 
by our bank. Questions? Contact the office at 321-3020. 

STAFF
The Congregation
Ministers of the church

The Rev. Dr. James Detrich
Rector: (405) 321-3020

The Rev. James Tyree
Deacon

Catherine Wilson
Christian Formation Director

Merrie Beard 
Parish Administrator

Dr. Olivia Burke
Organist/choirmaster

Emma Brown
Youth Minister

VESTRY

Holly Cole
SENIOR WARDEN

Pat Welch
JUNIOR WARDEN

Martha White 
Chuck Palm
Greg Taylor

Ulli Nollert
Owen Mills

Roshni Robert
Susie Laird

Jona Kay Steed
George Elassal
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COMING UP AT ST. JOHN’S

*Knit Night, February 3, 6:30 p.m

*Annual Meeting, February 6, 3 p.m, in 

the Nave or online

*Daughters of the King Martha Chapter 

Meeting, February 12, 9:30 a.m.

*Knit Night, February 17, 6:30 p.m

*Men’s Griller, February 18, 6:30 p.m. 

 

.
 

Reminder! The annual meeting will be held on 
Sunday, February 6 in the Nave. If you would rather 
attend online, please contact the church office for 

the access code. 


